PREFACE
THIS book is in no sense an independent treatise; it is simply,
as the title purports, a supplement intended to provide some
fresh information on certain subjects which I have discussed
more at large in The Golden Bough. Much of the new
matter which the volume contains has been gathered from
works that have appeared since the third and last edition of
The Golden Bough was completed by the publication of the
index volume in 1915 ; but I have also drawn on earlier
sources which had escaped me when I wrote the original
work. In that work, as in all my other writings, I have
sought to base my conclusions by strict induction on a broad
and solid foundation of well-authenticated facts. In the
present work I have extended and strengthened the founda-
tion without remodelling the superstructure of theory, which
on the whole I have seen no reason to change. But
now, as always, I hold all my theories very lightly, and
am ever ready to modify or abandon them in the light of new
evidence. If my writings should survive the writer, they
will do so, I believe, less for the sake of the theories which
they propound than for the sake of the facts which they
record. They will live, if they live at all, as a picture or
moving panorama of the vanished life of primitive man all
over the world, from the Tropics to the Poles, groping and
stumbling through the mists of ignorance and superstition
in the eternal search after goodness and truth. When I
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